THE CHANGING EAST

to spread their beliefs in Southern Asia, depends
much of the future of Persia, of Anatolia, and to
a lesser degree of Syria and Mesopotamia. The
two temporary republics of Armenia and Georgia
may be said to be Russian in a more direct fashion.

This new condition, of a conscious and logical
political nationalism, now the dominant factor of
every indigenous movement in "Western Asia, is
too universal to be extinguished, too widespread
to be temporary. We must prepare ourselves for
its continuance, and for a continuance of the un-
rest produced by it in every contested district,
until such time as it has succeeded and passed into
a more advanced phase. It is so radical a change
in the former complexion of Western Asia as to
demand from us a revision of the principles of
our policy in the Middle East, and an effort to
adjust ourselves, that the advantage of its con-
structive elements may be on our side.

This new Imperialism is not just withdrawal
and neglect on our part. It involves an active
side of imposing responsibility on the local peoples.
It is what they clamour for, but an unpopular gift
when given. We have to demand from them
provision for their own defence. This is the first
stage towards self-respect in peoples. They must
find their own troops to replace our armies of
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